
Chord Construction

Notes used in Chord Spelling
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The Foundation Triads
Minor

3 5R
C GEeg:-

Major

3 5R
eg:-C GE

2 5RSuspended 2nd

4 5RSuspended 4th

53R 6Major 6th

73 5RMajor 7th

93 5R 7Major 9th

3 5R 9Add 9th

3 5R 966th add 9th

73 5R(Dominant) 7th

3 5R 7 9(Dominant) 9th

113 5R 7 9(Dominant) 11th

133 5R 7 9 11(Dominant) 13th

3 5R 7 9 11Augmented 11th

5 93R 7Augmented 9th

Augmented 53R

Augmented 7th 53R 7

53R 7Minor 7th Flat 
5

Minor/major 7th 53R 7

Minor 7th 53R 7

Minor 6th 53R 6

Minor 9th 53R 7 9

Minor 11th 53R 7 9 11

Diminished 7th 53R 7

Diminished 7th 53R 7

Minor 7th 53R 7

Dominant 7th 53R 7

3 5R 7Major 7th

The Seventh 

eg:-C GE B

Beg:-C GE

eg:- EC G B

Eeg:-C G B

In many guitar voicings the 3rd is omitted from 
11th chords.  The 9th is often omitted from both 
the 11th and 13th chord.  The 11th is usually 
omitted from the 13th chord.  The 5th may be 
omitted from any chord because this does not 
effect the major or minor quality of the chord.

Altered chords
The 5th or the 9th of any chord may be raisd or 
lowered.  These alterations are almost always 
applied to the Dominant chord family.  For eg:-
C7#9              R  3  5  b7  #9
C7b9              R  3  5  b7  b9
C7#5b9          R  3  #5  b7  b9
C9b5              R  3  b5  b7  9
C13 b5 b9     R  3  b5  b7  b9  13

*  Denotes chord built from the harmonic minor scale
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